
NOVEMBER:  
 

    
 

     
 
These photos are from a funeral in Azopé, Côte d’Ivoire (the southeast part of the country). Funerals are a big part of 
the culture—traditionally the responsibility falls on the living family members to do their part to please the gods in order 
to send off one’s dearly beloved into the “next village” (the after life). This usually includes an all-night veillée (a large 
gathering of people with music and dancing), followed by the burial ceremony early the next morning. The customs will 
vary by ethnic group as well as if it is a Christian, Muslim, Catholic, or animistic funeral. The tombs are often above 
ground and are ornate (see bottom three photos).  
 
This was a Catholic funeral. Catholism here is highly syncretic, meaning, it mixes incompatible belief systems. For 
example, you may pray to God and use witchcraft to protect you from other spirits. If you look at the top left photo, you 
see the crucifix (the recognition of Jesus’ work on the cross paid as the atonement for our sins; we are saved because of 
his sacrifice), but just in front of that, there are select men to ‘secure’ her passage in the afterlife. In the top right photo, 
you see them carrying a painting of the lady who passed away. 



Accra, Ghana: I was privileged to spend the last week of November in Accra for a meeting with the West Africa CEOs of 
The HuD Group (including Ghana, Sierra Leone, Cote d’Ivoire, and the founder & global CEO from Canada). The Youth 
Power Movement is a program of the HuD Group. 
 

                  
   

     
  

DECEMBER: 

  
On left: Each year, there is an annual conference for WorldVenture missionaries. Here is a photo showing the whole 
team currently on the ground (although there are a few couples not shown as they are on home-assignment).  
On right: The Mustard Tree Learning Center put on an evangelism event based on Rick Warren’s book A Purpose Driven 
Life. Pastor N’golo led the conference in an engaging and personal way.  



Christmas: 

      
The above two photos were taken at the private French school where my host mother works. This was the Christmas 
party for the preschool and elementary school combined.  
 

    
Journey Corps celebrates together (in matching Christmas outfits)! 

 

           
(Christmas with my host family – meal prep!)                    (Spending some down time with my   

 favorite little ladies). 



JANUARY and FEBRUARY: 

      
On left: These are two of my students who regularly come in for English conversation practice at the Mustard Tree. They 
are motivated, intelligent, and thoughtful. (See Ministry Update at the bottom for more information).  
On right: This is a normal sight in town during a call to prayer for those who do not go to a mosque to pray (or if the 
mosque is too full). 
  

   
These two photos are from a visit to a Christian girls’ school in Korhogo. These girls receive an education in the basic 
subjects as well as in Christianity and ethic, computer, personal development, and vocational skills (i.e. crocheting). 
   

The HuD Group: The Youth Power Movement 

     
These two photos are from events related to the Youth Power Movement. Each Friday at the University of Bouake, the 
Youth Power Movement meets in the afternoon to study both practical and character principles of leadership. Georges, 
the president of the Youth Power Movement, is featured in the photo on the right. 



My mother visits Cote d’Ivoire: 

     
On left: My mom and I visiting my neighbors from the first neighborhood I lived in last year (Tolakouadiokro). 
On right: Family reunion! This is a complete family photo (Family Alla + Bonnie Ranno) 
 

     
(My two mothers meet!)      (The family reunion continues) 

  

                  
 
 
 



Seminar in Korhogo: Every 5-7 weeks, the team comes together for a time of debriefing as well as to hear a seminar. This 
seminar was on the History and Spread of Christianity throughout Cote d’Ivoire.  

   
 
Mt. Korhogo 

   
 

     
 
 
 



Ministry Updates & Prayer Requests 
 
Journey Corps: This is my biggest focus this year: working as part of the leadership team both in the program 
administration as well as alongside the journeyers through the struggles and joys of engaging cross-culturally. Please 
pray for wisdom for our leadership team as well as for endurance and spirits of willingness for the journeyers. Working 
with my colleagues and working alongside the journeyers has been such a rich experience that has led me to begin the 
process of applying to graduate programs in the area of leadership studies.  
 
The Mustard Tree Learning Center (MTLC): Continuing to serve at the MTLC this second year has allowed for deeper 
friendships and for trust to grow. I have shifted into facilitating more English practice sessions: one with a Level 2 English 
class (beginners) and another with a group of high school boys who are of the M* faith. The latter is one of my highlights 
as these English practice sessions are a platform to discuss Jesus, morals and values, personal responsibility, etc. Please 
pray that the Lord will make himself known to these boys. They are eager to discover the truth and are willing to read 
and discuss the Bible with me. Also pray for me – that I have the words to say or may be able to answer their questions.  
 
The HuD Group: The Youth Power Movement is a program of The HuD Group held at the University of Bouake. The 
Youth Power Movement is a club that meets every Friday afternoon to discuss leadership principles. Like last year, I am 
continuing to participate in the club and occasionally give a seminar. A couple weeks ago, I presented on Jason Baehr’s 
Intellectual Virtues and what that means for leadership development. Praise the Lord that this was received with an 
ongoing impact.  
 
I am grateful for this time in Cote d’Ivoire… and I’m not ready to leave! :) The challenges have helped me grow, ask new 
questions, and have confirmed desires for the future. I will be back in Portland, Oregon sometime in August. Please join 
me in prayer for my exit strategy—how may I leave here in such a way that allows for long-term relationships and opens 
the door for future involvement? In what capacity can we remain involved in the lives of individuals and ministries in 
Cote d’Ivoire upon return to the United States? 
 
 


